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Is ATA u, chap. viii. verſe 18. 


Behold I, and the children whom the Lord 
bath given me, are for figns and for wonders 
in Iſrael; ' from the Lord of Het, bat: 
dwelleth in mount Zion. 


called the Lord of Hoſts himſelf; but 

inſtead of being acknowledged as ſuch, 
at his appearance, the Holy Ghoſt foretels 
he ſhould be for a ſtone of ſtumbling, and 
a rock of offence to both the houſes of Iſrael. 
Under this general rejection and odium, 
the Meſſiah is repreſented in the text, as 
taking conſolation in his ſpiritual ſeed. 
Theſehe preſents with himſelf, emphatically 
deſcribing their peculiar character, ſo ſimi- 
lar to his own, and their moſt near and dear 
reaſon to himſelf. 


Bebel I, ad the children, Gre b 
| B As 


F: the context, the Meſſiah, verſe 13, is 


121 

As the church of Chriſt derives her ſpiri- 
tual life fromhim, and is cheriſhed with the 
ſame affection by him, as tender parents feel 
for their own offspring; he therefore diſtin- 
guiſhes the members by theendearing 1285 
lationof his children. He puts alſo the highett 
honour upon them, whilſt he preſents them 
to the Father as given to him (i. e. in the 
everlaſting covenant) to be redeemed by his 
blood. This truly illuſtrious part of the 
human race, he declares, are like himſelf,“ for 
« ſigns and wonders in Iſrael.” Theſe words 
denote any appearance which draws upon it 
the eyes of men, by being contrary to the 
courſe of nature; whilſt it is, at the ſame 
time, a wonderful proof of God's good will 
towards men. Such an appearance, Chriſt 
and his apoſtles exhibited to the world, no 
leſs in their doctrine and life, than by their 
miracles: and though the ignorant and pro- 
fane brand believers at this day with enthu- 
fiaſtic preſumption. for ranking with the 
apoſtles, yet the Holy Ghoſt comprehends 
the whole church militant in the very ſame 
terms; becauſe the very ſame character, the 
ſame ſpiritual relation to Chriſt, the ſame 
kind of ſingularity, though it may differ 
much in degree, muſt ever diſtinguiſh the 
children of Chriſt. Amongſt the nominal 
profeſſors of his faith, they muſt paſs for 
figns and wonders. | © 

It 


1 

It is an affecting event which leads my 
thoughts to this ſubject. A very eminent 
fign and wonder, well known and much 
beloved amongſt us, we hear, has finiſhed 
his courſe: I mean the Rev. Mr. Whitefield. 
It will be ſoothing therefore to our grief 
for ſo great a loſs, and I truſt, profitable to 
our ſouls, in treating upon the text, to point 
out the ſingularity which makes the chil- 
dren of Chriſt, ſigns and wonders in the 
world to aſcertain the ſole cauſe which 
produces and ſuſtains this wonderful ſingu- 
larity—to bring to your remembrance the 
very remarkable particulars which diſtin- 
guiſhed the late Rev. Mr. Whitefield, amongſt 
the ſigns and wonders which God hath 

raiſed up. 5 


It is the doctrine, then, of the children of 
Chriſt, which makes them ſigns and wonders 
in the world. This is peculiar to themſelves. 
For they know and avow the divinity of 
Chriſt's perſon; the perfection of his atone- 
ments; the heart- felt remiſſion of fins, thro' 
faith in his blood; the imputation of his 
righteouſneſs, and che unchangeableneſs of 
his love. They know and ayow, that he 
gives liberty, and conſolation, and power, 
and the earneſt of the eternal inheritance to 
ſinners who call upon him, and believe on 
his name. This is, in ſubſtance, tHe doc- 
trine which diſtinguiſhes Chriſt from all 
f B 2 bother 
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other teachers in the world: and the know- 
ledge, and open profeſſion of this doCtrine, 
diſtinguiſhes his children from all other 
people in the world. It is this doctrine alſo 
that attracts the attention of men, as a 
ſtrange and unaccountable appearance : 
for the things of the Spirit of God, are 
* fooliſhneſs to the natural man, neither 
* can he know them, becauſe they are ſpi- 
“ ritually diſcerned.” Chriſt himſelf, 
for teaching this doctrine, (ſee the vi, viii, 


and x. chapters of St. John's goſpel) was re- 


viled as a fool, a madman, a devil. Whilſt 
fome were ſtruck with wonder at his words, 
and ſaid, “ Neyer man ſpake like this man,” 
and many believed on him. This doctrine, in 
every age and place, muſt be for a ſign and 


wonder, becauſe it eclipſes all man's excel- 


lency; pours contempt upon what his va- 
nity would boaſt itſelf in. Therefore, till 
human nature ceaſes to exalt itſelf, the doc- 
trine known and avowed by the children of 
Chriſt alone, muſt make them paſs for hgns 
and wonders, | 


Still they are a token of God's good-will 
to men; and the expreſſion of their bein 
for figns and wonders, it was obſerved, im- 
10 this. That the miniſtry of Chrift and 
his apoſtles, was ſuch a token, few will dare 
to deny. It is as true of every member of 
his body, to the end of time; becauſe every 

| living 


LES... | 
living member of Chriſt's church, is both 
himſelf an inſtance of the grace of God, and 
holds forth to others the word of life. The 
childrenof Chriſt alone maintain, thatthereis 
full relief in him, for all the-depths of miſery 
into which we are fallen; that in the fulneſs of 
his love (the communications of which are the 
ſame forever to his church} there is ag to be 
enjoyed a good which is above all the evil 
in the world, or in the heart of man---a 
well-ſpring inexhauſtible of grace, mercy, 
and peace. What greater token of God's 
good will to men can be conceived, than 
fuch witneſſes of the intercourſe he till 
maintains, with polluted, fallen creatures? 
and of all the ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly 
things, wherewith God bleſſes the children 
of Chriſt? 53 N 


But this grand peculiarity in doctrine pro- 
duces alſoa ſtriking ſingularity of life, which 
makes the children of Chriſt appear ſtill 
more as ſigns and wonders in the world: 
becauſe his doctrine revealed to them by the 
Holy Ghoſt, has in it a certainty, a force, 
a beauty, of a transforming efficacy. Like 
the influences of the ſan, air, and rain upon 
the earth, divine teaching produces holt- 
neſs. Indeed ſuperficial and prejudiced ob- 
ſervers, impioufly charge the docttines of 
Chriſt with giving licence to do evil. 8 
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their idea, juſtification by faith only, know- 


ledge of ſalvation, imputed righteouſneſs, 
and election to eternal glory, encourage diſ- 
obedience to God. On the contrary, theſe 
truths are, in ſcripture, conſtantly urged as 
the grand means of ſanctification; and hy- 

ocrites, however confident, are confronted 

y poſitive declarations which would loſe all 
their force, but upon the ſuppoſition, that 
the doctrines of grace are indeed the certain 
means of ſanctification, where they dwell in 
the heart. For it is declared, that if an 
man ſay, I know him,” (the Lord Jeſus) 
and keep npt his commandments, he is 
« a.liar, and the truth is not in him.“ 


* ſtriking ſingularity of life, therefore, is 
indiſputably connected with unfeigned belief 
of the truth. Hence the children of Chriſt 
are the ſigns and wonders to the world in 
their practice. They are ſtrange and unac- 
countable in the motive, ſubſtance, and end 
of ther life, for they act from love. The 
complexion of their religion, and its ſub- 
ſtance, are entire devotedneſs tothe Redeemer: 
and their end is not their own bonour, or 
their own reward, but the glory of his be- 
loved name. Hence they are perpetually 
longing to be found more zealous, and 
more faithful in his ſervice. But however 
zealous and faithful, rejecting, with ab- 
horrence, a thought on that * 
0 


11 

of ſelf· preference, or ſelf· complacency. 
They are quite ſingular in a reſtleſs zeal 
to ſave their fellow- creatures from the 
ruinous errors of Phariſaiſm, and Sadduciſm. 
The whole drift of their life, like the 
Baptiſt's voice; is a continual cry, Behold 
« the Lamb of G“ Their ſweeteſt joy, 
their conſtant gratification ſprings from 
meditating on his glory, reading the infalli- 
ble record of his mighty deeds, converſing 
upon the numberleſs inſtances of his tender 

love, inceſſant care, | and - faithfulneſs 
towards his flock—in employing their in- 
fluence over relations, friends, dependants, 
acquaintance, and neighbours; if, haply, 
they mav be inſtrumental in bringing _ 
to the mann of their Lord. 


och a life is as Hinige and ee as 
the doctrine of Chriſt. And though this 
wonderful ſingularity be neither weak; nor 
wild h it be built upon the ſuteſt 
foundation though it be agreeable to the 
moſt enlightened reaſon though it be moſt 
beneficial to man, moſt pleaſing to Odd, 
and no other than an imitation of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles; yet, like their life, it is dff- 
guſting, it is inſufferuable to the wotld. 
They will be ſure, therefore, to impute it 
to ſome odious, or lamentable cauft. 
Whichever theſe figns-and wonders make 
their * «+ they-are men,” fay the 
world, 


ec ſtraineth us, becauſe we thus jud 


1 
_— * of weak and heated imaginations” 
ce they are puffed up with ſpiritual | 
27 <= pride to ” affect ſuch ſingularity” or, 


«6c they act from the moſt enormous vil- 


* lainy, which can dare the vengeance of 
« God, an intention to get money by i a 
6: cloke of ſuperior ſanctity.” 


In — to theſe ſlanders, ever cir- 
culated with a degree of frequency, confi- 
dence, and malice, proportioned to the 
excellency of Chriſt's children: in anſwer, 
I fay, to all theſe ſlanders, the text expreſsly 
aſſigns the cauſe, which gives birth and 
maintenance, to this appearance. Theſe 
ſigns and wonders are from the Lord of 
Hoſts, which dwelleth in Zion, in his 
Church. They are born, not of blood, nor 
of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but 
of God. And being born of God, they 
overcome the world. Hence they are 
intrepid in cleaving to Chriſt—they have 
taken their fide, they have counted the 
coſt—they are deeply thankful for the 
choice they have been divinely. led to 
make they ſay, © If we are beſide ourſelves, 
« jt.is unto God; or, if we be ſober, it is 
<«<. for the ſake of the ſouls of men, to do 
« them good. For the love of Chriſt con- 
| ge, that 
« if one died for all, then were all dead. 


«c And that he died for all that they who 


« hve 


k 9113 
& live (by his death) mould not live unto 
*© themſelves; but unto him that died for 
© them; and role again.” 


That the Lord of Hoſts himſelf is the 
ſole ' cauſe of this appearance, which is a 
ſign and a wonder in the world, is evident 


from the ſubjects on whom the marvellous 


change is wrought, as well as from ſerip- 

ture. aſſertions. , For ſome, out of t 

circles of the moſt gay and volatile, * 
from amongſt the vaineſt and fondeſt of 
admiration ; ſome of the moſt wiſe, in 
their, own eyes, and the moſt confident in 
their own virtue; others of the mo 

ſtupidly i ignorant, or of the moſt abandoned 
to all that is deteſtable, as well as ſome of 
the moſt highly, eſteemed among men: 
from each of theſe various, and oppoſite 
claſſes of characters, multitudes do come 


forth, Who are for ſigns and wonders i in 
Iracl. $1 


"Aſk: them, 2 they will anſwer. for 
themſclves.. ; Aſk _ and: they * 
each give a clear, diſtinct account, by 
what means they became, in the judge- 
ment of the. world, ſo ſtrange and unac- 
countable-. They will tell you how 
thoughtfulneſs, a ſenſe of guilt and fear of 
being loſt, came upon them; from which 


er ſtrove to eſcape, but could not They 
C will 
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will tell you, that ſickneſs, or affliction, 
or reading in ſome book the truth, or 
hearing it from the lips of ſome friend, or 
miniſter, took away the ſcales from their 
eyes. That from that time, they began 
to ſee, to underſtand, to feel the truths of 
God, in a manner utterly unknown to 
them before. From that time, they will 
tell you they have poſſeſſed ſuch a _ 
proof of the certainty of the deſpiſe 
doctrine of Chriſt, that no difputings of 
men could darken it, no authority over- 
awe them from embracing it; no ridicule, 
or threats of the world, make them diſ- 
ſemble it. 4 


_ Hence they begin, continue, and finiſh 
their courſe. Facts, like theſe, prove the 
work is of God, and that each individual 
member of Chriſt's church, like his 
kingdom upon earth, is a ſtone cut out 
without hands; ſince no cauſe, in any 
degree equal to the effect, beneath that 
of the power of the Lord of Hoſts, can 
be reaſonably aſſigned. No cauſe why the 
young and giddy ſhould, all on a ſudden, 
become deeply ferious, and ſo remain all 
their days; though uneducated in religious 
33 and, before, utterly thoughtleſs. 

o cauſe why dutiful children, whoſe very 
life was in their parents ſmile, ſhould 
venture to incur their unrighteous anger by 

Een, | being 
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being deemed offenſively religious. No 
cauſe why the moſt meek and yielding 
ſhould . inflexible for the faith 
why the Phariſee ſhauld make, from his 
| 8 the publican's confeſſion - Mhy 
{ſcholars ſhould become fools in their own 
eyes—Deiſts ſhould cry out to Jeſus, my 
Lord and my God, and the moſt infectious 
of abandoned finners, become examples in 
every holy temper, alu 


If every good and perfect gift cometh 
from above, from the Father of lights 
(and to deny this is to rob God of his 
glory) from whence, but from his own 
power, can proceed a total reyolution, in the 
mind of man—a change from all that is 
evil, to the love and purſuit of all that is 
good? Does not the world hate this 
change? Does not Satan ſeek to prevent, 
and to deſtroy it? Do not the inclinations 
of the — heart lead in a contrary 
path? What other cauſe, then, can poſſibly 
produce this change, but that which the 
text points out? Theſe ſigns and wonders 
are from the Lord of Hoſts himſelf, 9 
| avellett 1 in Sion. 


But 00 gh the children of Chriſt are 
all for ſigns por wonders in Iſrael, yet do 
they differ as one ſtar differs from another 
ſtar in glory. Talents, grace, and zeal, 
eminently dignify ſome, and draw the * 
C 2 | 0 


! 
of men upon them. In the foremoſt of 
this rank, doubtleſs, is the Rev. Mr. White- 
field to be placed. For his doctrine was the 
doctrine of the Reformers, of the Apoſtles; 
and of Chriſt: It was the doctrine of free 
grace, of God's everlaſting love. Through 
Jeſus he preached the forgiveneſs of fins, 
and perſeverance in holy living, through 
his faithfulneſs and power engaged to his 
people. And the doctrine which he 

reached, he eminently adorned by his 
zeal, and by his works. For if the great- 
neſs, extent, ſucceſs, and diſintereſtedneſs 
of a man's labour can give him diſtinction 
amongſt the children of Chriſt; we are 
warranted to affirm, that ſcarce any one of 
his miniſters, ſince the Apoſtles days, 


has exceeded, ſcarce any one has equalled 
nr Whitefield. 


What a FIR and wonder v was s this Man 
of God in the greatneſs of | his labours! 
One cannot but ſtand amazed that his 
mortal frame could, for the ſpace of near 
thirty years, without interruption, ſuſtain 
the weight of them. For what is ſo trying 
to the human frame, in youth eſpecially, 
as long: continued, frequent, and violent 
ſtraining of the lungs ? Who, that knows 
their ſtructure, would think it poſſible, that 

a perſon, little above the age of manhood, 
ſhould ſpeak in the compaſs of a ſingle 
week, (and that for years) in * 

forty 


(8 1 

forty, hours, and in very many weeks, fixty, 
and that to thouſands; and after this la- 
bour, inſtead of taking any reſt, ſhould be 
offering up prayers, intergeſſions, with hymns 
and ſpiritual ſongs, as his manner was, in 
every houſe to which'he was invited? The 
hiſtory of the church of Chriſt affords but 
very few. inſtances of men thus inceſſantly 
employing their whole ſtrength, and, as it 
were, every breath they * in the buſi- 
neſs: of their: ſacred function. And the truth 
is, that, in point of labour, this extraordi- 
nary ſervant of God did as much in a few 
weeks, as moſt of thoſe who exert them- 
ſelves, are able to do in the ſpace of a year. 
Thus labouring, not by fits and ſtarts, but 
with conſtancy, and perſeverance, and ardour 
unabated; his mortal frame, about nine 
years ſince, began to ſink under the weight 
of ſo much work. If, with the length 
and frequency of Mr. Whitefield's preach- 
ing, we conſider the intenſeneſs of voice 
and ſpirit with which he ſpoke, the 
greatneſs of his labours will appear pry 
fectly - aſtoniſhing; He knew not 
to ſpeak with leſs zeal, in his whole 
manner, than became the ſubjects of his 
diſcourſe. The total ruin of the human 
race by the fall; the complete recovery of 
believers in Chriſt; his dying love, and the 

unſearchable riches of his grace, to be known 
experimentally in this lie tho' fully to be 
e a diſplayed 


[14 ] 
diſplayed in the next; and the infatuation of 
finners, led captive by their luſts, down to 
the chambers of death: theſe grand truths, 
of more weight than words can paint, fired 
his whole ſoul; they tranſported him as 
much as earthly ſpirits are tranſported into 
vehemence, when they contend perſonally 
for their own property. He cried out there- 
fore, as his dear Lord was wont to do, with 
a voice audible to an amazing diſtance! 

Hence, in a thouſand inſtances; where the 
cauſe of God more coolly pleaded would 
have been neglected, he Et it a hear- 
ing, and carried the day: for the unuſual 
earneſtneſs of the ſpeaker rouſed the moſt 
ſtupid and lethargic, It compelled them to 
feel the matter muſt be momentous indeed, 
which the preacher was urging as a man 
would plead for his own life. Early and 
often his body ſuffered for this very —— 
exertion of his ſtrength ;---carly and often 
his inſide has bled a conſiderable quantity, 
and cried out, Spare thyſelf. But, prodigal 
of life, in the beſt of cauſes, he would give 
himſelf no reſt; expecting very ſoon to fi- 
niſh his courſe, and infinitely deſirous to ſave 
the ſouls condemned to die, he perſiſted. 
'Tho' this may be blamed as an exceſs, it 
was an exceſs far above the reach of a {elfiſh | 
mind, or an ordinary faith. 


Equal to the greatneſs and intenſeneſs of 
his 


( 15 1 
his labours, was their extent. The abilities 
and grace of moſt teachers, have full employ 
in a ſmall diſtrict; nor have common men 
talents for more. But when God lights up 
in the breaſt an apoſtolic zeal for his own 
glory, an apoſtolic love for the ſouls of men, 
it ſeems reaſonable to conclude, ſuch an in- 


ſtrument is deſigned for the moſt extenſive 
uſefulneſs. : 


Accordingly the compaſs of Mr. White- 
field's labours, exceeds any thing that others 
can pretend to. Not only in the South, the 
Weſt, and North of England, did he lift 
up his voice, ſaying, «« Repent, for the king- 
« dom of heaven is come: but in Wales, in 
Scotland, in Ireland, and America, froms 
Georgia to Boſton, vaſt multitudes in each 
country were witneſſes of his zeal for the 
ſalvation of fouls, 


And to crown | all he was abundantly ſuc- 
ceſsful in his vaſt labours, and diſintereſted 
too. The ſeals to his miniſtry, from firſt 
to laſt, I ata perſuaded; are more than 
would be credited, could the number be 
fixed. This is certain, his amazing popu- 
larity was only from his uſefulneſs; for he 
no ſooner opened his mouth as a preacher, 
than God commanded an extraordinary bleſ- 
ſing upon his word. The people were fo 
deeply impreſſed with the ſenſe of divine 


things 


. 1 
things from what he delivered, that, to his 
own great ſurprize, they followed him from 
church to church, until the largeſt churches 
in London could no longer contain a fourth 
part of the crowds, which preſſed to hear 
the word of God from his lips. 


Should any one day, few in compariſon, | 
beſides the low, ignorant, common people, 
were his followers; I would anſwer, the 
ſouls of the poor and ignorant, are to the 
full as precious as thoſe of the rich and 
learned: and the mob have ſhewn the juſteſt 
diſcernment, and have received the truth; 
whilſt men of wealth, and learning, and 
education, have trampled it under their feet. 
-Witneſs the chief - Scribes and Phariſees, 
who rejected both the Baptiſt and the Savi- 
our, when the common people juſtified God, 
and gave them both the honour of being 
ſent from him. Indeed in every age, we 
ſee the ſcripture fulfilled, not many rich, not 
many mighty, not many wiſe men after the fleſh, 
are called; but God hath choſen the poor, rich 
in faith, and heirs of the kingdom. 


However, when the fierceneſs of prejudice 
was worn off, numbers, who at firſt de- 
ſpiſed him, taught to do ſo by groſs ſlanders, 
were happy under his miniſtry. And this 
:honour was put upon him even to the laſt. 
He had a much larger audience ſtatedly to 

36105 | | hear 
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hear him, than any man in the whole kings 


dom, perhaps in all Chriſtendom. 


And that this vaſt multitude of pit 
were gathered, juſt as the primitive churches 
of Chrift, by the truth they heard, and the 

iritual benefit they received under his word, 
is evident beyond a reaſonable doubt.” For 
if you trace his progreſs thro' the various 
cities and countries where he preached the 
goſpel, you will find, as the caſe was with 


St. Paul, ſoit was with this ſervant of Chriſt, 


many were turned by him from darkneſs to 
light; from the power of Satan unto God, 
receiving remiſhon of their ſins, and an in- 
heritance among thoſe that are ſanctified, 
thro faith in Chriſt. Enquire of the effects 
of his labours from the only proper Judges, 
thoſe who live in the religious world, 
they will aver, that many within their own 
knowledge, ſmall as that circle muſt be, con- 
eſs they owe their ownſelves to this faith- 
ful witneſs for his Lord, ——Add ts this, 
that the letters he received of grateful ac- 
knowledgement from perſons of all ages 
conditions in life, for the ſpiritual bleſſings 
he had conveyed to them, would fill whole 
volumes. Nay, it is a well known fact, that 
the converſion of men's ſouls has been the 
fruitof a fingle ſermon from his lips; ſo emi- 
vently was vhe madeof God, a Wd! of men. 
D 
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Bat he was 1 more ſucceſsful, than he 
was diſintereſted in his labours; for tho a 
vaſt multitude (which muſt ever be the caſe 
with thoſe whom God is pleaſed remarkably 
to own) followed him, he had ſtill no am- 
bition to ſtand as the head of a party. His 
great object was to exalt Chriſt crucified; 
and when his hearers were brought to the 
knowiedge of ſalvation, his point was gained, 
and- his foul was ſatisfied. Hence, neither 
in his ſermons, nor more private exhortati- 
ons, did he caſt diſparaging reflexions upon 
other preachers of Chain. neither did he 
urge rules of his own deviſing, as neceſſary 
helps to godly living, laying a vaſt ſtreſs 
upon them, as ſelf· love will dictate. No baſe 
tag dropt from his mouth, as if to 
differ from him muſt be owing, to blindneſs 
in the judgement, or coldneſs of the heart 
for the intereſts of holineſs. Truly cordial 
and catholic in his love, for all who appear- 
ed to love the Lord Jeſus in ſincerity ; z- he 
never deſired to ſee his congregation encreaſ- 
ed by thoſe who had evangelical rs of 
their own, | F urtber, in in proof of his diſin- 
tereſtedneſs, conſider what he gained by his 
labours. The ſcourge of the tongue was let 
looſe: upon him, and his name was loaded 
with the fouleſt calumnies; he was often in 
tymults, and more than once in danger of his 
life, by the rage of the people; he wore 
elf away in the ſervice of ſouls; and 


when - 


* O 
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| 1 29 3] | 
when he died, he died quite exhauſted -by 
much ſpeaking ; but in his death he receiv» 
ed an immediate anſwer to his own prayer, 
that if it were conſiſtent * the divine will, 
he might finiſh that day his Maſter's work. 


For ſuch a life and ſuch a death, (tho'in | 
tears under our greatloſs) we muſt yet thank 
God. And tho we are allowed to ſorrow, 
becauſe we ſhall never fee or hear him again, 
we muſt rejoice that millions have beard him 
ſo long, ſo often, and toj ſuch good effect; 
that out of this maſs of people, multitudes 
are gone before him, we doubt not, to bail 
his entrance into the world of glory; and 


that in every period of life, from childhood 
to hoary age, many of his children in the 


Lord are ſtill to follow); all to be his crown 


of rejoicing ; the only effectual everlaſting. 4 


confutation of his adverſaries, that he run 
not in vain, nor laboured an van. 


Whatever. =_ therebors, we have re- 
ceived, any of us, from his miniſtry, and 

ſure much good we have received, (for my 
own part, I ſhould be baſely ungrateful, was 
I not to love his name, whom I never heard 


preach without benefit)---whatever ſoft af- x” 


fections we therefore feel in paying thisdebtof 
reſpect to his memory, may they be improved 
to ſome laſting and glorious purpoſe. And 
this will be dene, if we are careful to main- 
| tain 
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